overall they are of high standard. Although the authors mention in the preface the concerns regarding the late complications of therapy, these are discussed to a very variable extent in different tumour groups and are not mentioned at all in the discussions on soft tissue sarcomas and Ewing's tumour-two tumours where particularly serious problems have been encountered. The final chapter discusses the nutritional consequences of cancer therapy and parentral nutrition-it is a good introduction to an area which is expanding rapidly due to better understanding and greater need during intensive chemotherapy programmes. This is an excellent book, the strength of which lies in the fact that it is really a mammoth unbiased review of the current state of the art and science of paediatric oncology. The authors have produced an extensive bibliography which is commendable for its current references. They have presented a balanced and honest text which is very easy to read and allows the reader to assess different approaches without bias. I would recommend it to anyone working in the field.
P There is no doubt about the high toxicity of agents such as demethylnitrosamine as the pathology reports given in this volume explain and there is now a wealth of information on toxicity and carcinogenicity in experimental systems. Well over a 100 nitrosocompounds have been shown to be carcinogenic, covering 5 major groups (Classes) of animals and including at least 6 species of primate. It is evident that they are very powerful experimental tools for use in understanding mechanisms in carcinogenesis, particularly in view of their remarkable organ-specificity. The influence of alcohol as a modifying factor in nitrosamineinduced carcinogenesis clearly emerged from this symposium and it is interesting to see the similarities between the human and animal experience in several aspects of work with these compounds. Their potential role in contributing to the incidence of human cancer therefore remains a matter for concern and indicates a pressing need for further research.
The present volume draws all these complex threads together in a very manageable and readable way that students and research workers will find indispensable. It is remarkable to see that the publication of such a large volume of work was achieved in such a short time and although the book shows one or two signs of pressure to meet a deadline these are of a minor nature and the successful compilation of data embodied in this report ensures for it the role of a handbook for the future. 
